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Admiral Makarov, on the contrary, considered this to be a
very risky project and thought it more prudent to skirt our
Northern coast. Mendeleyev was so certain of the feasi-
bility of his plan that he expressed his willingness to accom-
pany the expedition on board the ice-breaker, should his
route be adopted. He refused, however, to join the expedi-
tion if it were to follow the admiral's route. The clash
between the two men actually assumed a personal character,
and they never met again. In the end neither plan was
carried out Admiral Makarov was soon appointed com-
mander of the port of Kronstadt and when the Russo-
Japanese war broke out he was made Comrnander-in-Chief
of the Far-Eastern Navy.
Our occupation of the Kwantung Peninsula alarmed the
Powers which had vested interests  in China.    England
immediately seized Wei-Hai-Wei, and Japan renewed its
encroachments upon Korea.   France seized some territory
in the South of China, and on February 17,  1899, the
Italian Ambassador, Martino, made a demand upon China
for the cession of the harbour of Sang-Ming to Italy and
for the recognition of the province of Che-tzian as the
sphere of Italian influence.   In this case the Chinese Gov-
ernment showed an unusual firmness,- and Italy was obliged
to give up its claim.   In a word, Germany's act was a signal
for the pillaging of Chinese territory by all the Powers.
To pacify them we obligated ourselves to build a free com-
mercial port in the vicinity of Port Arthur-   This failed to
satisfy the Japanese.   Fearing a clash with that country,
we were forced to yield ground to it in Korea.   We with-
drew our soldiers and military instructors from that coun-
try and we recalled our counsellor to the Korean Emperor,
who in a short time had acquired complete Influence over
the finances of the country.    Our agreement with Japan,
dated April 13, 1898, sanctioned the dominating position
of that country in Korea*   If we had faithfully adhered to